
For the quality of the educational experience as well 
as the safety of the students, many elementary 
schools, high schools and universities today view 
campus safety as one of their top priorities. And yet, 
large geographical footprints and sheer number of 
areas to watch can make executing a comprehensive 
security plan a real challenge. 

Fortunately, a growing number of schools are 
utilizing their existing data network to build a 
state-of-the-art surveillance system and optimize 
their campus security efforts. Through an integrated 
network of advanced IP video cameras, switches, 
software and storage, administrators can view 
activities in the classroom, laboratories, libraries, 
parking lots and common areas, as well as public 
arenas and dormitories—all in real time and with the 
ability to playback from archives. They can also view 
and track suspicious individuals as they enter and 
leave the facilities, as well as monitor parking lots, 
sidewalks and critical entrances with greater 
clarity—even remotely from another location. When 
real-time observation is not feasible, IP video allows 
images to be recorded for later review. Together, 
these networked IP cameras put more “eyes” on 
campus, helping to ensure greater peace of mind for 
district administrators, campus leaders, faculty and 
students alike.

Why Choose IP Over Analog? 
 

Today’s IP Surveillance cameras offer tremendous 
benefits over traditional analog closed circuit 
television (CCTV) systems—namely portability, 
resolution up to 15x greater than analog, and superior 
system installation flexibility and scalability. IP 
Surveillance cameras: 

• Can be used with existing campus networks 
• Deliver better resolution and video quality 

• Offer easy user interface and configuration tools 
   for lower maintenance costs 
•  Enable school administrators to view, manage and  
   record video either locally or remotely using  
   standard Internet browsers 
• Offer built-in motion detection triggers 
• Can provide instant surveillance alerts and updates 
• Offer options for virtually every size budget

Why Choose IP Over Analog? 
 

Deter Dark Campus Crime - When it’s after hours—or 
the school is closed for seasonal/holiday breaks—
bored students or local criminals may be tempted to 
vandalize the school property, break into buildings 
and steal valuable items, including computers, 
sporting equipment, personal property or 
petty cash. IP surveillance systems are proven 
to be a strong deterrent to criminal activities 
and can help:

IP Surveillance Helps Create Safer, 
More Secure Campuses for Today’s Students

a p p l i c a t i o n  b r i e f

Keeping a close eye on students, visitors, faculty members and campus 
facilities is a critical concern for today’s schools. That’s why more and 
more school leaders are looking for ways to deter crime and violence, 
while providing the safest possible environment for their students, 
teachers and staff.  
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• Deter or catch individuals in the act— 
   identifying them with high-resolution images  
   that can stand up in a court of law, if necessary 
• Protect a school’s financial investment in  
   technology, equipment and resources 
• Increase security for schools that can’t afford  
   security guards or don’t have community    
   policing support 
• Optimize the efforts of security personnel— 
   enabling them to view multiple locations at  
   once and stretching budget dollars

An end-to-end IP Surveillance solution, like 
those from D-Link, includes IP cameras that offer 
the crime-fighting surveillance capabilities 
schools need. These cameras include night 
visibility, event-triggered recording, high-
definition resolution and electronic tamper-
detection systems that can sense whenever the 
camera has been redirected, de-focused, 
blocked or spray-painted, and respond promptly 
with a visible or audible alarm. The IP 
Surveillance solution also includes reliable 
switches that ensure 24/7 surveillance traffic 

The Colorado Independent School District 
(ISD) serves some 1,100 students in North 
Central Texas. Like all schools across America, 
underpinning their mission of shaping 
college-bound lifelong learners is an absolute 
imperative to keep students safe—a goal 
made easier through D-Link IP surveillance 
solutions. 

Despite its classroom successes and small 
town status, the district has not had the 
luxury of avoiding security issues. While 
hardly in a high crime area, they have 
recorded occasional break-ins and acts of 
vandalism. There’s a state prison nearby.  
And looming above it all is a more wary 
worldview based on local, regional and 
national security concerns. Colorado ISD 
sought to create a master plan to keep its 
campuses and kids safe.

A Case In Point

not only able to provide broad coverage  
of common areas, hallways, perimeters and 
more, but tailor the focus and field of view for 
each location so images were clear no matter 
where the camera was located.

Colorado ISD was pleased with the ease of 
installation, seamless integration into the 
existing network and an image quality far 
beyond anyone’s expectations. Initial 
reservations about surveillance from teachers 
were soon allayed after seeing a significant 
calming in the hallways. The IP Surveillance 
network began increasing a sense of order 
and enhancing a sense of protection 
immediately. 

The first proof of the system’s effectiveness 
came quickly when Colorado ISD caught 
thieves stealing from the gym—the 
perpetrator’s faces clearly discerned through 
the high resolution of D-Link cameras.

A complete IP surveillance system  
became “the eyes” of that plan, based on  
a comprehensive D-Link site survey, and 
founded on a network of versatile D-Link 
network cameras and NVRs (network  
video recorders).

In establishing their security network, 
Colorado ISD leveraged their relationship 
with D-Link VAR, Abacus Computers, Inc. in 
Midland, Texas. After carefully weighing 
competing products, the district quickly 
selected D-Link. Superior price-to-
performance value, flexibility of installation, 
plus dedication and local site survey support 
were all major factors in the decision.

For the final solution, the team installed a 
series of wired and wireless D-Link IP 
cameras, NVRs and various switches and 
wireless access points. By providing the right 
cameras—in the right places—D-Link was 

C o l o r a d o  I n d e p e n d e n t  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t

“After a noticeable calming 
in the hallways, and catching 
thieves stealing in the gym, the 
D-Link surveillance system has 
given everyone tremendous 
peace of mind.” 
—Pam Alvarez, Colorado ISD Technology Director,  
     Colorado Independent School District

early and staying late. Those children and 
employees must be protected, as well, despite 
the fact that there are fewer campus ‘watch 
dogs’ on site after-hours. 

These everyday concerns are dramatically 
escalated for schools in high-crime urban 
districts. These schools not only need to protect 
students, faculty and staff members during their 
time on school grounds; but also ensure their 
campus perimeters are free from loitering 
people and would-be criminals. 

To help, IP surveillance cameras: 
• Offer day/night capabilities, including WDR 
   that prevents the sun from washing out  
   images when watching entrance doors 
• Deliver special mounting options and 
   hardware, including wireless mounting for light  
   poles to monitor parking lots and rooftops 
• Provide greater peace of mind for students,  
   faculty and staff 
• Monitor visitors, deliveries and other authorized  
   but non-accompanied traffic 

priority and scalable storage for reviewing  
footage recorded during off hours. 

Monitor Entrances, Perimeters and Parking 
Lots - Schools are a hub of activity with not only  
students, teachers and faculty members moving 
about, but also parents, delivery personnel and 
inevitably, unauthorized visitors. Well positioned 
surveillance cameras are ideal for monitoring 
this movement and activity at the perimeter of 
the campus.  . After dark, this traffic occurs when 
fewer people are nearby, increasing the risk of 
theft or assault. Some schools also maintain 
on-site daycare programs for students arriving 
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• Stream video footage to storage devices 
   for archival/playback on demand, as well as  
   providing a record of all activity in the event 
   of a security breach or emergency

Calm the Halls, Campus and Cafeteria - Not 
only can IP cameras help maintain safety around 
campus; they can also discourage student 
misbehavior, including bullying, fighting and 
vandalism. In fact, conspicuously placed cameras 
have been shown to drastically reduce threats of 
violence and vandalism. Furthermore, in the 
event of an emergency or disaster, IP cameras 
can provide the exact whereabouts of students, 
staff and faculty. 

IP cameras can help by: 
• Maintaining a sense of order in heavily- 
   trafficked public areas and common spaces 
• Viewing even the darkest corners of campus,  
   where trouble often brews 
• Reducing threats of violence and vandalism 
• Increasing a sense of protection among  
   students and staff

Bolstering schools’ security efforts are IP cameras 
like those from D-Link, which offer wide-angle 
lenses, high megapixel resolution, audio 
capabilities (that enable “live” listening) and 
motorized PTZ (Pan, Tilt, Zoom) that provides 
essential versatility and the level of detail needed 
for critical monitoring and identification.

Give District Administrators Hundreds of Miles 
of Visibility - Today’s IP surveillance systems are 
typically accessed and managed across the 
network, where the video (whether live or 
recorded) can be viewed or stored and reviewed 
remotely online. This strategy is ideal for any 
multi-site school district seeking the ultimate 
flexibility—the ability for each school principal 
to view their own school and grounds, while 
enabling superintendents, campus security or 
even local law enforcement to view any and  
all schools in the entire district. IP Surveillance 
can also monitor district transportation  
centers, enabling administrators to keep a  
close eye on school buses, vans and valuable 
repair equipment. 

Thanks to advanced software interfaces and 
D-Link cameras that are compatible with a 
variety of video monitoring software (VMS) 
solutions, modern IP surveillance and  
software solutions have truly come of age.  
Today these solutions can:

Connect to more teaching, more learning and the peace 
of mind that comes with a more secure campus

Learn more about D-Link IP Surveillance solutions:
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• Provide online monitoring, including single or  
   multiple viewing stations across a district 
• Enable real-time viewing of multiple locations  
   on a mobile device, such as an iPhone or iPad 
• Deliver efficient storage and playback of video 
• Greatly expand the capabilities of a small staff  
   and resources 
• Cover multiple buildings and locations under  
   district governance 
• Offer (optional) shared viewing with local  
   law enforcement

D-Link cameras include D-ViewCam IP camera 
surveillance software, a basic surveillance system 
designed to centrally manage up to 32 IP 
cameras. This software offers digital monitoring 
and recording capabilities of video, audio and 
events for various security applications. In 
addition, D-Link cameras are ONVIF compliant, 
enabling you to confidently select from a wide 
variety of third-party VMS software solutions, 
should you need more comprehensive 
management.

Maximize Existing Network Infrastructure - 
For most schools, building a separate network to 
handle IP Surveillance traffic can be prohibitively 
expensive, considering the additional hardware, 

cabling and installation costs as well as 
operating and maintenance costs. 

However, schools that have used E-Rate or ARRA 
funds to upgrade their data networks can add a 
reliable, separate IP Surveillance network to their 
existing LAN network, thanks to D-Link’s 
AutoSurveillance VLAN technology, which is 
embedded into select D-Link switches. The 
resulting hybrid network handles both data and 
surveillance traffic—a cost-saving strategy that’s 
ideal for budget-conscious school districts. And 
since the IP Surveillance network resides on 
the existing LAN network, it’s easier to deploy 
and manage. 

Here’s the bottom line. Campus security and 
student safety are paramount. An existing local 
area network can be extended easily and 
cost-effectively with digital high-resolution IP 
cameras, network switches, storage and software 
to significantly improve campus security. 
Selecting a vendor partner that specializes in full 
solutions is a critical part of the equation—and 
can ensure that your end-to-end IP Surveillance 
network performs expertly and efficiently for 
years to come.
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